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As part of the D.C. Courts' celebration of
- Black History Month 2007, Lieutenant Commander
\ e Wesley Brown, the first African American midshipmen
to graduate from the U.S. Naval Academy, visited the
. D.C. Courts and spoke, along with biographer Robert John Schneller, about the struggle for racial
equality and his experiences at Annapolis. The two collaborated on a book about Commander
Brown's experiences as a midshipman, Breaking the Color Barrier. The Courts further celebrated
the rich stories of many accomplished and talented African Americans by presenting a "live muse-
um" where court employees portrayed historical characters while mingling with attendees. The Live
Museum figures discussed their characters' role in history and significant contributions, portraying
such figures as Harriet Tubman, Booker T. Washington, Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass, and
several others.
The Court appreciates Arena Stage's donation of the costumes as well as the time and talents
of all involved in putting on the Live Museum performance.
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